
BOTANICAL INQUIRY



Botanical Inquiry is an ongoing series of  
works that began in 2014. Before picking up  
his camera, Shipp forages for wild plants in  
back streets and vacant blocks, seeking out 
examples of natural wonder in overlooked  
urban shrubbery.

The works reference the Romantic style  
of botanical illustration common in the  
18th century and are the result of a bespoke 
method of image-making akin to a diorama. 
Carefully constructed in the studio and then 
captured on camera, Shipp uses the visual 
effect techniques of pre-digital cinema to 
manipulate light, perspective and colour  
to create surreal suburban landscapes. 

The juxtaposition of crisp colourful plants  
and a brooding urban background suggest  
that something is awry. The man-made world 
is dark and ominous while nature – in its most 
simple and humble form – appears to thrive. 
And while the works hint at environmental  
decay, there is also a triumphant sense of  
nature trouncing adversity.

All prints are signed and editioned on the front 
and printed with a generous white border.

For all enquiries regarding print sales please 
email prints@danielshipp.com

Yellowtrace X Arflex Campaign
Creative Direction: Dana Tomic Hughes/ Yellowtrace.  
Campaign photography: Anthony Geernaert. 
Art Direction: Kasia Wydrowski.



Defunct Industrial Site, 2014

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper 

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
not available

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Arterial Road Duct, 2014

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper 

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Residential Embankment, 2014

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper 

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Adjacent To Freeway, 2014

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper 

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Idle Railway Land, 2014

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Utilities Access Route, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Established Supply Corridor, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
not available

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
not available



Regeneration at Perimeter, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Rezoned Industrial Division, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
not available

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
$900 unframed



Mixed Use Enclosure, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 7 + 2 AP
not available

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 14 + 2 AP
not available



North Facing Gradient, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

16 x 20cm
edition of 100



Southern Remedial Exclusion, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

102 x 127 cm
edition of 5 + 1 AP
$3500 unframed

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed



Sheltered Urban Extremity, 2015

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$900 unframed



Western Precinct Activity, 2016

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

16 x 20 cm 
edition of 50



Inactive Facility Surrounds, 2018

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$900 unframed



Data Hub Aberration, 2018

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
not available

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$900 unframed



Western Landing, 2018

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$900 unframed



Central Stream Reserve, 2018

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed

40 x 51 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$900 unframed



Restricted Storage Area, 2019

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

102 x 127 cm
edition of 5 + 1 AP
$3500 unframed

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
not available



Protected Verge, 2019

Pigment print on matte  
textured paper

102 x 127 cm
edition of 5 + 1 AP
$3500 unframed

68 x 86 cm 
edition of 10 + 1 AP
$2250 unframed



‘Shipp’s practice is a dance between control and disorder.  
 The artistry resides in the pocket where the mathematical  
precision of photography ends, and chaos reigns.’
Danielle Robson, Curator, Soda Arts



Daniel Shipp is a contemporary Australian 
artist whose photographic works focus on 
and celebrate the overlooked, the forgotten 
and the discarded. Wild plants discovered 
in unremarkable public spaces; basketballs 
salvaged from the gutter; bikes abandoned 
in the street; in most people’s eyes, these are 
forgettable objects undeserving of attention. 
For Shipp however, each item is a treasure 
that carries stories from its past, speaks to its 
present and sings to an imagined future. With 
a touch of reverence, Shipp asks his viewer to 
consider afresh what we value, where we focus 
our attention - and what we care about.

Formally trained as a photographer, Shipp’s 
images are highly constructed compositions 
that harness light and colour as narrative 
devices to elicit an emotional response. He 
is influenced by pop culture and the sheen 
prevalent in media images of the 1980s and 
1990s. From early childhood, Shipp studied the 
illusory practices of pre-digital cinema and 
animation, admiring the feats of visual trickery 
accomplished by the cinematographers of the 
age. Inspired by the analogue techniques he 
studied, Shipp developed a bespoke method of 
image-making that is both familiar and surreal.

Shipp holds a Fine Arts degree from Sydney 
College of the Arts. He has won several 
prestigious awards including the Magnum 
and Lensculture Photography Award (2017); 
Bowness Photography Prize, (2015, Highly 
commended); an International Photography 
Award (2015) and Phototechnica New Australian 
Photo Artist of the Year (2001). He has exhibited 
nationally and internationally, and his work 
is held in private collections in Australia and 
around the world.

danielshipp.com
@daniel_shipp



PRINT FEATURES

2018 
212 magazine (Istanbul), no. 7 -  
Daniel Shipp – the secret life of plants

Palace Costes (France), no. 71 -  
Le reve des fleurs

L’Officiel Voyage Russia, no. 20

2020                       
Flower : Exploring the World in Bloom’ 
Phaidon Press

2021                         
Rakes Progress
INKQ

2022               
Flora Photographica - Masterworks of 
Contemporary Flower Photography 
Thames & Hudson UK

DIGITAL FEATURES

2018               
The Design Files
Yellowtrace
The Planthunter
IN/OUT design blog
Trendland

2017               
Booooooom
Colossal

2015               
Yellowtrace
Broadsheet
Wearescout

COLLABORATIONS

2019               
Yellowtrace x Arflex Presents:  
Art – Design international campaign
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